
 

 

 

 

Niles Main Street Association 
2022 Board Elections 

CHOOSE ANY FOUR (4) MEMBERS 

How to vote: Print the ballot, fill it, and submit by one of the options listed below 

 

Name Status Select any FOUR 

Members by placing an ‘ X ’ in 
this column against their name 

Richard (Ricky) Blaha Member  

Gwen Dossey Member  

Nathan Frederick Member  

Krysten Laine Incumbent - Current Vice President  

Debra Telles Incumbent - Current Treasurer  

CANDIDATE INTRODUCTIONS 

NEXT PAGES 

 

Please return completed ballot by August 4th at NOON using one of the following options: 

 

1 – DROP OFF   2 - DROP OFF    3 – BY MAIL 

Keith’ Collectibles   My Friends and I    Niles Main Street Association (NMSA) 

37573 Niles Blvd.    37521 Niles Blvd    PO Box 2038 

Fremont, CA 94536   Fremont CA 94536    Fremont CA 94536 

 

 

 *You may also vote in person on August  4, 2022, 6 PM at the Annual Membership Meeting  



 

Candidate Introductions 

Niles Main Street Association  

Board Elections 2022 

 

Name BIO 

Richard (Ricky) Blaha I was born in Wisconsin and spent many of my childhood and teenage years in small town, USA. My grandparents 
had a dairy farm that I helped work as a teenager in a small farming community in Michigan. I lived half of my life in 
the Carolinas and later moved to Baltimore for three years. In 2014, I moved to Fremont with my family.  
 
My wife, Karlyn, and I have been married for almost 14 years, and I have a nine-year-old son and one on the way. 
After moving to Fremont I worked for REI for 4.5 years and am currently the longest term employee at Devout 
Coffee in Niles. I owned my own electrical business in South Carolina and currently still do electrical and handyman 
work on the side. I also recently started a media business and am the host and producer of The Fremont Podcast. I 
am also involved in a local church and try to help serve in the community wherever I can find opportunity and time. 
The opportunity to be a part of the Niles Main Street Association is very exciting to me as it has been mine and my 
family's favorite place to spend our down time. It would certainly be an honor to serve the community in this way. 

Gwen Dossey  My name is Gwen Dossey.  While I do not live in Niles, I would be honored to be a member of Niles Main Street 
Association!  For the past 15 years, I have been a member of the Niles Dog Show committee & have been the 
chairperson for the past 10 years, except for 2020 & 2021, of course.  My dogs & I walk in & around Niles at least 
once a week & feel a kinship to the town & the people that do live here! 
 
I am lucky enough to be retired since 2019.  My husband & I have been married for 35-1/2 years, we are currently 
on bassets #6, 7 & 8 & we’ve lived in our home for the past 33 years.  I am the Fundraising Coordinator for Golden 
Gate Basset Rescue as well as a member of their board of directors.  I had volunteered at the Masonic Home from 
2005 until Covid hit in 2020.  I guess this is to prove that I am committed to whatever I put my heart & mind to!!  Did I 
mention that I’m now bionic?!?!  I had both of my knees replaced in 2019 (but not at the same time) and like I said, I 
hope y’all select me to join NMSA!! 

Nathan (Nate) 
Frederick 

 My wife, Danielle, and I moved to Niles in 2009 from my hometown of Santa Cruz. We were looking for a safe place 
to live in the East Bay while I finished my degree at CSUEB and she started a special education teaching career in 
Newark. We both loved the small town feel we experienced in Niles years before when we came to the Essanay 
Cafe to celebrate a friend’s birthday. After renting for a year, we were excited to find a small home for sale r ight 
down the street from our rental. 12 years later, we still live in our beloved little home on J street with an amazing 
community of neighbors that are more like family than we ever could have imagined. 
 
Professionally, I spent over a decade working various roles in the auto industry, eventually ending up at Tesla where 
I stayed for nearly four years. Starting as an end-of-line repair technician, I worked my way into a series of quality 
engineering positions in which I ultimately reported to directors as a technical project manager. In 2019, I left Tesla 
to take a Quality Program Management position at Google where I plan to stay long-term.  



     With so much change over the past 13 years, my wife and I have been really grateful for the amazing community 
of Niles that has always been a source of guidance and support. The friends and neighbors that we turned to for 
career advice are a big part of the reason we have made it so far in such a short time.  
    In addition to my automotive career, I have always continued to pursue my passion as a drummer, working with 
several successful bands and as a tech/performer with Narada Michael Walden on gigs all over the western states 
and as far as Guam and Japan. Within Niles, I have found a great group of talented folks to play music with and 
enjoy occasional gigs at the Mud Puddle, the Flying A, the Town Plaza, and a few neighborhood backyards. 
     As an active member of the Niles community, I am interested in joining the Main Street Board to provide a 
different perspective and find new ways to contribute to this amazing town.  

Krysten Laine 
(Incumbent -  
Current Vice 
President) 

     I am a twenty-year resident of Niles who joined the Board of the Niles Main Street Association in 2021. 
Immediately rising to the role of the Vice President, I jumped in with both feet to help bring back the great events 
Niles is known for.  
     Prior to joining the board, I supported events around Niles since moving here. I was an active volunteer with the 
Niles Holiday Home Tour, Niles Altar Walk, Niles Antique Faire, Spring Fever and Hot August Niles Car Shows, 
Niles Town Plaza Concert Series, Co-Chaired the Niles Festival of Lights Parade, and many more. Owning a 
successful event management company, I understand how to bring people together for fun and unique experiences.  
     Currently my husband Rene and I have taken on the Solon Brothers Service Station at the entrance to Niles. 
Known as the Niles Flying A, we are working hard to restore this classic site and celebrate the history of car culture 
in Niles. Our efforts could not be done without the support and involvement of many in the Niles community. 
     Even though we are surrounded by large cities, Niles feels like the small town I grew up in back east where all my 
neighbors knew each other. I love being a part of this community where we all work and play together to keep Niles 
fun and safe for everyone. 

Debra Telles 
(Incumbent -  
Current Treasurer) 

     California native. Board member on NMSA since 2014. Treasurer since 2016. Business owner and Niles 
resident. Want to contribute my time and talents to the benefit of Niles and its community. 
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